
AN ANALYSIS OF TRYING TO UNDERSTAND A POEM FOR THE FIRST

TIME READING IT

How to Read a Poem - Reading poetry well is part attitude and part technique. of a poem, provide an effective point of
entry for interpretation. that they should understand what they encounter on the first reading, but you got to try hardâ€”
Poets may use several of these elements at the same time.

There may be no identifiable occasion that inspired the poem. Try a variety of methods. Is there any
alliteration? How are they appropriate? What are the form and genre of this poem? Read through the poem
several times, both silently and aloud, listening carefully to the sound and rhythm of the words. A dictionary
of literary terms may be helpful here. This is an accordion element with a series of buttons that open and close
related content panels. Try to see why the poet chose a particular metaphor as opposed to other possible ones.
The issue is our reaction, how we shape our thoughts through words. At the end of class, at the end of the day,
we want revelation, a glimpse of the skyline through the lifting fog. Try to pick out words and phrases that tell
you yours was right. Once you start practicing, reading poetry will gradually come more naturally, I swear!
About the age in which he or she wrote this poem? The same is true of poems. How are the two things alike?
Paraphrasing may seem pretty self-explanatory. Check out these six ways to analyze a poem. You shrugged
and closed the book. Haiku meditate on an aspect of nature. What does it say? However, the truth lies
somewhere in between. To determine the theme, look over all of your analysis and connect the dots: What is
the subject? What should you expect from such a poem? What is going on in it? From past to present? Taking
smaller nibbles of those poems will make them easier to understand. The point, after all, is that text is
mysterious. Does it make more sense now? Take the first steps to redefining the future for your students--and
yourself--by signing up to learn more. Under what circumstances?


