
WHOLE CLASS WRITING ACTIVITIES

can do this with the whole class, or if students are working in groups, the group activity. Activity 1: Try in the classroom
â€“ using brainstorming for a writing task.

This activity is easy to manage if you start by having your students sit in a circle. Make a Monthly Newspaper.
Have you used any of these writing activities in your classroom? Revisions can be made to the writing as
students watch the changes made on the screen, and mini-lessons may be modeled as well. Have your students
compile a weekly newspaper. Other mini-lessons on the conventions of writing can be modeled during
interactive writing as they occur in context. Adjustments you may want to make: Allow students to work
together with two different pictures. Your students will always look forward to getting the latest edition of the
paper. After a few rounds, students will end up with their own paper again. In this rhyming text, a little boy
names all of the things he wants to bring to school on the first day of kindergarten, from a sandbox to a chair
for his stuffed bear, until his mother assures him that his teacher will have everything he needs. The last
person in the row, runs her paper up to the first person. Who am I? Students apply knowledge of language
structure, language conventions e. Back to top Strategy Read literature that introduces a topic for discussion
and interactive writing and do mini-lessons on the conventions of writing as the need for them occurs during
interactive writing. Ask students to plan a celebration for the day. Have students write a quick description of
the person. Language education in the primary years. She asks for a volunteer to take the pen and write the
day, which she has written on a sentence strip and clipped to the top of the chart. The teacher might model: the
layout and language conventions of a formal letter how to structure an argument past tense verb choices when
writing narratives or recounts. The first day of school is â€¦ Ask students for ideas to complete the sentence.
Then tell them to write a script for a minute long skit. Ask the students for ideas and for volunteers to take the
pen. They can write a flyer, an ad, a commercial, or create a party plan. Review of Educational Research, 67 3
,  When clear and targeted modeling of the ways in which writers work is presented by teachers and
co-constructed with students during collaborative, rich discussion, learners develop understanding of the
purposes, intrinsic motivation, and techniques of writing. For older students, begin with a root word and
demonstrate how to add prefixes or suffixes to a new word. Add a word using a caret, for example, or delete
unneeded text. Challenge students to write a backstory about the character. Each student will be responsible
for contributing news article to different sections. When you are teaching a group class, you can make use of
the number of students in order to make writing lessons more engaging and interactive. Depending on the year
level, five to ten minutes would suffice to model different aspects of authorial or secretarial writing. Continue
with each student down the row adding to the story. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. Collect descriptions, post
pictures around the room, redistribute descriptions and challenge students to match the picture with the
description. The time limit makes it exciting. Encourage them to create as clear a detailed description as
possible. This can be a pop star, superhero, or anyone else the whole class may have heard of. Ask students to
come up with slogans, flag, or fashion wear for the holiday.


