
HISPANIC AND LATINO SPIRITUALITY

More than nine-in-ten Hispanics identify with a specific religion. That How does this affinity for spirituality vary among
Latinos with different.

Before the end of the 16th century, Spanish Jesuits and Franciscans initiated missionary activities in
present-day Georgia and even as far north as Virginia. The persistence of religious traditions is particularly
striking in light of the efforts of newly arrived European Catholic priests and U. These higher favorability
ratings among evangelicals may reflect the importance of Israel and the Jewish people in evangelical theology,
and the fact that many Latino evangelicals are themselves pentecostal Christians. Although these converts
express some dissatisfaction with the lack of excitement in a typical Catholic Mass, negative views of
Catholicism do not appear to be a major reason for their conversion. Weber, ed. Frequency of church
attendance tends to be correlated with more conservative views on social issues after controlling for a variety
of demographic factors. He studied at the famous Moody Bible Institute in Chicago and then offered energetic
pastoral leadership at various locales in California. In response to questions on whether they received help
finding a job or housing or in dealing with financial problems, for instance, Latino evangelicals respond more
positively than do Catholics by significant margins. Despite barriers to women's and Latinos' leadership
parallel to those in Catholicism, Latinas were instrumental to Protestant growth through their service as
evangelists, church animators, and in some cases ordained ministers. Religious beliefs and practices vary
among Latinos, and especially between Catholics and evangelicals. Beginning in , Elodia Guerra conducted
evangelistic revivals and services throughout Texas during four years as the designated conference evangelist
for the Rio Grande Annual Conference of the Methodist Church. Penitente brotherhoods evolved in towns and
villages well before the U. More than half say churches and other houses of worship should address the social
and political questions of the day. About three-in-four Latino Catholics, evangelicals and mainline Protestants
subscribe to this view. Churchgoing Hispanics report that their clergy often address political matters, although
the extent of that practice varies considerably by issue and by religious tradition. As the elderly Eulalia noted
modestly in a memoir she dictated to an interviewer, as the llavera mistress of the keys at the mission she "was
responsible for a variety of duties. In short, both demographic factors and the specifics of religious tradition
are closely associated with specific religious beliefs and practices among Hispanics. Yet overall, popular
perceptions have frequently relegated the historical significance of Hispanic Catholicism in the colonial period
to a romanticized and bygone day of the Spanish missions. Michael Romero Taylor, trans. In general, less
acculturated Latinos who have experienced trauma are more likely to experience dissociative type symptoms
than their more acculturated counterparts. Pentecostal denominations. Youth from the growing Central
American exodus aka, unaccompanied refugee minors have high rates of traumatic exposure, PTSD and
anxiety. Paniagua, Eds. Pew polling from July allows for a comparison between the views of Latinos and
those of the general population on these favorability measures. While most Latinos in each of the major
religious groups are under age 50, the unaffiliated and, to a lesser extent, mainline Protestants are even
younger by comparison. Frequency of church attendance Religious tradition is not the only factor shaping
religious practices and beliefs and influencing social values and political attitudes. See graph on page  Similar
patterns are found among non- Hispanics. She immediately converted her family to Pentecostalism and for the
rest of her life reached out to immigrants, alcoholics, prostitutes, and other marginalized persons with a
preaching ministry across southern California.


