
START THE SCHOOL YEAR WRITE A PRISONER

The 10 students in my memoir-writing class are inmates at the Dade Correctional There is no guard inside the
classroom, but in the year I've been My kids are in school, and it's quiet. I think about my students in their prison cells.
Before I started teaching in prison, I would have said they deserved to pay.

Be patient. As a pen pal, you can offer encouragement and motivation for an inmate to make positive changes
in his or her life. Contact the prison in which your potential pen pal is located to determine the rules and
regulations for mail correspondence. As the principle of a modern prison is to make prisoners repent and to
make good citizens out of the ignorant, scandalous and weak, moral and intellectual education is
indispensable. As of , 36 of the prisoners at Najayo women's prison were completing university degrees in
either law or psychology. Conferences, mostly attended by prison staff, were held in and to discuss ways to
improve education within the prison system. In some cases, each individual prison receives a set amount of
funding, and the prison warden must determine how much, if any, is spent on education. In some cases, only
certain courses were free; in Denmark, correspondence courses at primary and lower-secondary level are free,
though a percentage of courses undertaken at a higher level must be paid for by the inmate. The provision of
education was varied from prison to prison, though typically offered nothing better than informal
apprenticeships in trades necessary to keep prisons operational. Her articles can be found on many Web sites,
including eHow. The government permitted limited access for some journalists in , but it is unclear to what
extent those facilities may have been representative of the country's prisons as a whole. Tip Mail traveling
through the penal system generally takes a week longer than other mail. For example, inmates in the
Australian Capital Territory have been allowed to have laptop computers in their cells for educational
purposes since , though as of this service is not available for inmates in New South Wales. A more successful
education reform was implemented in , which remained unchanged until  Resulting from criticism of the lack
of education for inmates at the time, there was a shift in the prison system away from religious and moral
teaching, to intellectual education and hard labour as the primary means of rehabilitation. In two of the
prisons, "religious education" was compulsory. Prior to this one of the prisoners had been providing
educational lessons to other inmates. However, few educational programs were implemented, because of the
competing agendas of various jurisdictions and agencies. Be understanding without being gullible. Prisoners
are also entitled to complete their Thanaweya Amma tests. Writing to an inmate can be a rewarding
experience for both you and your pen pal, when it is done correctly. It is often difficult to obtain meaningful
data on the amount of funding available for prison education, as the money may not come from a dedicated
budget, but rather from a variety of sources. In , only nine states were offering college-level education to
inmates; by , such programs were available in most states. Europe[ edit ] Sweden is considered to be a pioneer
in prison education. This in turn leads to a political desire to be seen as " tough on crime ". It's another stress
you don't want to put on yourself in here. There is often little public sympathy for prisoners, and the issue is
often not given political priority, as there may be few votes to be gained from political support. Regulations
stipulated two to four hours per day be set aside for education. More than colleges in 47 states subsequently
expressed interest in running educational programs for prisoners. If study materials are lost or misplaced
in-transit, inmates will have to reapply to education providers for replacements. More than organisations
applied, and by , there were 45 educational providers across prisons, providing various forms of education
including secondary and tertiary. The survey also found that general education was offered to adult inmates in
all prisons in 15 countries, in the majority of prisons in six countries and in less than half of prisons in 10
countries. If prisons are on lockdown , inmates will be unable to attend classes; lockdowns can last for several
weeks. There was little place for the suggestion that the majority of prisoners might be fairly ordinary people
involved in fairly extraordinary circumstances, for whom prison should provide an opportunity to re-establish
themselves as citizens and workers on their inevitable return to society. The mandate also saw the offering of
vocational and secondary education in the prison system. Non-formal activities that teach inmates new skills,
like arts and crafts or amateur theatre productions, may also be considered a form of education.


