
THEN WRITE AN ESSAY IN WHICH YOU COMPARE THE PORTRAYALS OF

THE SIRENS

Read both texts carefully. Then write an essay in which you compare the portrayals of the Sirens. Your analysis should
include discussion of tone, point of view.

Finally, the outcome for the sailor is the same, although differing in degree: the allure of the siren causes pain.
The Odyssey initially describes the actions of Odysseus much more than the sirens. The sirens also use an
emphasis on the uniqueness of the victim to enhance the appeal to the victim's hubris. The two poems portray
sirens from entirely different perspectives. Despite this differing focus in point of view, the two poems
illustrate very similar themes. Odysseus has to be bound "faster with rope on chafing rope," the tactile imagery
of which illustrates the pain of Odysseus. The poem portrays the Sirens, in the majority of the poem, to be
innocent, victimized, and in need of help. This same pain is experienced by the victim in the other poem,
illustrated by the shift between "you are unique" and "at last" that implies that the victim was eaten. Taking the
point of view of Odysseus, The Odyssey portrays the Sirens as awful beings that destroy sailors. The fact that
Odysseus has the crew tie him up also portrays the irresistible nature of the Sirens; Odysseus knows that if he
hears the Sirens, even though he knows they are pure evil, he will not be able to resist them and will become
yet another victim of the Sirens. Thus do the sirens result in similar outcomes for anyone they attempt to
seduce, and the only thing that varies with their extent of success is not the outcome itself, but rather the
degree of it. Posted by. Unlike "Siren Song," The Odyssey focuses on the person who opposes the sirens,
Odysseus, more than the sirens themselves. In both cases, however, the tactics of appealing to the desire to be
a hero and the result of pain for the victim who attempts to be a hero are the same. This leads to the Sirens
lacking any special quality that would make them any different than any other obstacle - there is nothing
personal about them. Posted by APDunbrack at. Thus, the sirens use similar strategy in both poems. Thursday,
May 2, Essay of Analysis of "The Odyssey" and "Siren Song" The Odyssey and the poem "Siren Song" both
portray sirens; however, in The Odyssey, the focus is on resolving the "problem" of the sirens, no differently
than any other obstacle on his journey, whereas "Siren Song" focuses on the siren as more than merely an
obstacle. Filling the ears with wax, acting as earplugs, indicates the irresistible nature of the Sirens if heard.
Instead, the text talks about the actions of Odysseus, who "sliced an ample wheel of beeswax [ The Sirens
make the strong sailors believe that they are in need of rescuing and play to the egos of the sailors by making
the sailors out to be the only ones capable of saving the Sirens. The Odyssey focuses on them from the
perspective of a hero, thus making them equivalent to an inhuman obstacle, essentially de-personifying them,
whereas "Siren Song" focuses on them from the perspective of the sirens themselves. The point of view is of
the siren rather than Odysseus; the differing point of view leads to a differing focus. Despite the differing
points of view, the ultimate portrayal of the Sirens are the same. In both cases, the sirens were sufficiently
alluring to cause the sailor to want to seek them, and in both cases the sailor experiences pain, albeit that
Odysseus, due to his intellect, only experiences chafing rope rather than death. Through the use of asking for
help and stating things that the Siren does not enjoy, the Siren portrays herself as an innocent victim in need of
saving, and pleads to the strong sailors to help her. Firstly, they illustrate the allure of being a hero when one
has hubris. These last few lines indicate that the entire poem is in fact the song that the Sirens use to seduce
sailors into jumping overboard to their deaths. The beginning discussion does not describe the sirens at all; it
merely states that they were approaching the island of the sirens, and then for the first ten lines it does not
even begin to consider the sirens. They share, however, the preying of the siren upon hubris and the desire to
be special, as well as, by what happens, illustrating the allure of the sirens in spite of the pain that may be
suffered to get there. This is in contrast to "Siren Song, " which focuses almost exclusively on the siren.


