
OLD TESTAMENT SUMMARY

Overview. The Old Testament is a collection of thirty-nine books about the history and religion of the people of Israel.
The authors of these books are unknown.

Although the Hebrews rebuilt the Temple in Jerusalem in B. God chooses one man, Moses, to rescue the
Israelites. King David and King Solomon led a united, strong country -- which became divided after
Solomon's death: Southern Kingdom -- called Judah, though consisting of both the "tribes" of Judah and
Benjamin; this group included the city of Jerusalem. The prophets including Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel were spokesmen for God to the people and to their leaders: they often disagreed with the men in
power and had no fear of expressing their messages from God -- generally directing against the idolatry and
"false gods. Learn how the dramatic events surrounding the birth of Moses foreshadow the coming of the
ultimate Deliverer, Jesus Christ. In the second book, David establishes the great kingdom of Israel. Try putting
yourself in Moses' sandals. Many of the Writings are books of poetry and wisdom, among the most important
literature in the Old Testament. How long did it take? Humans feel weak and vulnerable without a king. The
books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastesâ€”similarly attributed to the wise King Solomonâ€”offer sayings and
instructions about the meaning of life and ethical behavior. Getty Images Noah was righteous and blameless,
but he was not sinless see Genesis  Overall Impression: The early books of this great work are at the heart of
three great world religions and no other work has had such a profound influence on subsequent Western
literature. There is an undeniable desire humans have for wanting a strong military and economic leader to
shepherd them. Togetherâ€”through hundreds of characters and detailed eventsâ€”they represent a unified
narrative about God and his attempt to relate to humankind by relating to a specific group of people.
Kingdoms of God and Kingdoms of Man Another theme is that of kingdom. Solomon disobeys God by
worshipping other deities, and, at his death, the kingdom splits into a northern kingdom, Israel, and a southern
kingdom, Judah. He promised to make his people into a multitude, like the stars in the sky. A host of evil
kings leads the two kingdoms away from worshipping God. As king, Solomon expands Israel into an empire
and builds a great temple in Jerusalem. The story of Israel repeats this same narrative on a different scale. This
is a confusing arena of study, and resort to more definitive sources is advised. God commands them to worship
only himself, and he gives them various ethical and religious laws. See how God used the crossing of the Red
Sea to teach his people to trust him in overwhelming circumstances and to prove that he is sovereign over all
things. In the books of Joshua and Judges, the Israelites successfully conquer the land promised to them by
God, but they disobey God by worshipping the deities of the surrounding peoples. Paradise and Exile The
story of the Bible begins with humanity in paradise, living in peace with God and all of creation. The purpose,
rather, is for moral and spiritual revelation. Neighboring nations invade and oppress the Israelites. Peace had
not come. They had returned to Jerusalem, but the exile had not ended. The people were building a monument
to themselves, to call attention to their own abilities and achievements, instead of giving glory to God. In spite
of the fact that the Jews had broken their covenant with God, their lack of faithfulness would not nullify his
abundance of faithfulness.


