
JUNO AND THE PAYCOCK

Juno and the Paycock is a play by SeÃ¡n O'Casey, and is highly regarded and often performed in Ireland. It was first
staged at the Abbey Theatre in Dublin in.

Act II[ edit ] A mere two days after receiving Mr Bentham's news, Jack has already begun flaunting his
newfound wealth by purchasing a new suit , new furniture , a gramophone , and other luxuries on credit , in
anticipation of receiving the inheritance. God knows I went down on me bended knees to him not to go agen
the Free State. Yeats in their mutual treatments of local and national political struggles in contrast to the
cosmopolitanism of the other great Irish modernist, Joyce. While Johnny upbraids his father for embarrassing
the family, Juno returns alone and delivers the news of Mary's pregnancy. Hear â€” oh â€” hear â€” me prayer
â€” hear , oh, hear â€” Oh, heâ€¦ar â€” oh, heâ€¦ar â€” me â€” prayâ€¦er! Unable to cope with the stress of the
situation, Jack disowns Mary and retreats to the pub to drink with Joxer. Near the end of the act, one of Jack's
relatives dies, and a schoolteacher , Charles Bentham, brings news that the Boyles have come into a large
inheritance ; Bentham notes aloud that the will names "John Boyle, [my] first cousin, of Dublin" as one of the
beneficiaries. Through it all the Paycock and his friend Joxer remain gloriously drunk, and it is the Paycock
who speaks the final words of the play: "The whole world's in a terrible state of chaos. A table and some
chairs. Joxer: with a shrug. What a comical name! New York: W. Foreman â€” Killesther? Act I[ edit ] Juno
and the Paycock takes place in the tenements of Dublin in , just after the outbreak of the Irish Civil War , and
revolves around the misfortunes of the dysfunctional Boyle family. Mary: looking at the paper. Juno decides
that Jack will never take on his responsibilities as a father and breadwinner, so she leaves to make a better life
for herself and Mary. It was a clear case of victimization. James Pethica. He has evidently gone through a
rough time. She is forty-five years of age, and twenty years ago she must have been a pretty woman; but her
face has now assumed that look which ultimately settles down upon the faces of the women of the
working-class; a look of listless monotony and harassed anxiety, blending with an expression of mechanical
resistance. The tailor demands money for new clothes. Its concern is with the Irish language. She sends Mary
to live with a relative and, before going to the police station to identify Johnny's body, delivers a monologue
that echoes Mrs Tancred's in Act II. While his parents are absent dealing with the situation, Johnny is arrested
by the IRA and his body is later found riddled with bullets. Between the window and the dresser is a picture of
the Virgin; below the picture, on a bracket, is a crimson bowl in which a floating votive light is burning. Joxer:
puzzled. Alice B. On the strength of their expectations, the Boyle family goes on a spending spree. He can be
plainly seen now; he is a thin, delicate fellow, something younger than Mary. In a corner near the window
looking into the back is a galvanized bath. The foreman at Killesther â€” oh yis, yis. For all his linguistic and
thematic realism, violence is strangely abstracted in the play. Boyle is not without principles like her husband;
she is anything but indifferent. Beside the fireplace is a box containing coal. Family friends are invited to an
impromptu party at the once shabby tenement. They are the footsteps of Captain Boyle and Joxer. Tragedy
strikes when Boyle finds out that Bentham, who drafted the will, did so in such a way that all of Boyles' first
and second cousins are eligible to receive a portion of the property, thus rendering the legacy worthless.
Johnny persuades Juno to follow Jack and beg him to come home. The Gaelic League is not interested in the
creation of a new dialect of English.


