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Let everything else fall away, and what you are left with is an argument or an opinion, and the arguments that
support it. Wrap up your summary with a sentence that pulls all of your ideas together about the piece. Give a
full reference for the citation see the example below for the in-text citations in 2. Transition words and phrases
should help you to understand how the piece is joined together. In other words, there is unlikely to be only one
"correct" summary. If the original uses 'you', substitute "people" or "they". Reference the following sentence
as an example. Have a topic sentence that gives information about the creators of the piece you are
summarizing and the title of this information. Your choice of author tag verbs and adverbs can contribute to
the way you analyze the article. Upon further examination, it becomes clear that the author is arguing that new
research suggests the best cure for diabetes is the surgical solution of a gastric bypass. The sentence below is a
great example of how to do this. This video investigates the basic elements needed to create an effective one
sentence summary and a summary paragraph. Michael Dell turns the PC world inside out. In a longer
summary, remind your reader that you are paraphrasing by using "reminder phrases," such as The author goes
on to say that In general terms, writing summaries is a good way of improving one's ability to read because it
forces the reader to focus on understanding the whole of something rather than on just following each word or
sentence. Identify the place it was published, as this can help you determine the intended audience. In
conclusion, Kessler elaborates about Identify Important Arguments At this point in the preparation process,
you should read the article again. Use transition words to join everything together. How to write a summary of
a short piece of writing: 1. Then, take those skills you have practiced and translate them to the page. Stick to
the important points. After all, if you really know a subject, you will be able to summarize it. If there is a word
or words that are repeated throughout the passage, this is likely to be related to the topic. Include a summary
of the themes or morals of a book, story, production, or work of art. To do this, use "author tags," which are
either the last name of the author or a pronoun he or she to show you are still discussing that person's ideas.
On the first reading, try to gain a general notion of what the article is trying to say. For example, if the piece of
writing is about digital technology, it is fine to use key technical words that are in the original, such as "digital
technology", "binary digit" or "analog". Give a full reference for this citation at the end of the summary see 6.
In short, you want to boil the article down to its main, supporting arguments. Of course, you can use key
words or phrases. If you cannot summarize a subject, even if you have memorized all the facts about it, you
can be absolutely sure that you have not learned it. Some tips on how to identify the important arguments of
an article are listed below. Summary Writing Format When writing a summary, remember that it should be in
the form of a paragraph. Steinbeck, J. Continue reading for detailed explanations of each of these steps. Omit
any repetitions. When are summaries used?


