
AN OVERVIEW OF THE INDEPENDENT THIRD PARTIES IN THE

AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTEM

A high-level overview of the barriers to electoral success facing third-party and Independent candidate, a candidate for
office who does not have a formal any rules about political parties, US government has a two-party system in which.

Though it is unlikely that anyone from the United States Marijuana Party will ever be elected to national
office, they seek to raise attention to the issues that they find important and put these issues on the national
stage. Third-party candidates can shift national attention to particular issues. Party leaders can publicly
criticize actions of a President who was elected by the opposite party. Such a review would have to proceed
from an analysis of the two-party system. The PFP seeks to enact a more socialist economy. The Whigs, on
the other hand, advocated the primacy of Congress over the executive branch as well as policies of
modernization and economic protectionism. The Republican Party was the outgrowth of a realignment of
social forces in the Northern states. They embodied protests against the domination and depredation of the big
financial and industrial interests which commanded the heights of the economy and the established party
machines. The Green Party platform centers largely on the environment, while Libertarians, which make up
the third largest political party in the country and the oldest of the third parties, believe in a reduced role of the
government. The old guard socialists in the leadership of the garment unions took the first step when they
broke away from the party in and formed the American Labor Party in New York as a pseudo-independent
means of garnering votes for Roosevelt. In his book, Bibby and co-author L. The Impact of Minor Parties
Third-party candidates exert influence by focusing the election on particular issues and taking votes away
from major candidates. It was not merely anti-monopolist but anti-capitalist. The Populist-Progressive hosts
wanted to equalize opportunity, disperse the ownership of property, share the wealth more fairly and improve
the living standards of the masses. Thus they found it difficult to maintain themselves as a formidable
independent force through thick and thin. Both parties accept the election process and concede defeat to the
winners. Political Parties During the s, Thomas Nast â€” a cartoonist for the magazine Harper's Weekly â€”
developed the idea of using the donkey and the elephant to represent the Democrats and Republicans,
respectively. Although it is unlikely that a third party candidate will ever garner a plurality of the vote, they
can influence the election by taking votes away from a major party candidate. They cleared the ground for the
crop harvested by their Republican successor. The American Taxpayers Party, which changed its name to the
Constitution Party in , advocates a strict interpretation of the Constitution and more power for states and
localities. Learning Objectives Describe the largest and most significant third parties in American electoral
politics Key Takeaways Key Points American elections are held between two main political candidates, one a
Democrat and one a Republican. The Populists supported the Democratic candidate William Jennings Bryan
in , effectively committing political suicide. First party to hold a convention to nominate candidates
Prohibition Party Has nominated a candidate for president in every election since Progressive Party Elected a
number of candidates to state legislatures, Congress, and even the U. This had revolutionary implications. In
Federalist Papers No. The electoral overturn of posed the following question: Wouldâ€”or couldâ€”the
Southern slavocracy peacefully accept and adjust themselves to a change which meant surrendering
sovereignty in national affairs to their mortal enemies? Legislative representatives usually support their party's
position when considering potential laws and policies, and most votes fall roughly along party lines. And at
every crucial juncture in foreign affairs the reformers either split or backed the war-makers. The Democrats
supported the primacy of the Presidency over the other branches of government, and opposed both the Bank of
the United States as well as modernizing programs that they felt would build up industry at the expense of the
taxpayer. Overview[ edit ] The need to win popular support in a republic led to the American invention of
voter-based political parties in the s. The other would be an independent black party appealing to the millions
of Afro-Americans with an intensified nationalist consciousness. The key points in its election program
advocate ending the genocidal intervention by withdrawing American troops from Vietnam without delay;
black control of the black community; support to all revolutionary regimes and movements from Cuba to
Southeast Asia; workers power; and a fundamental socialist transformation of the United States. They set out
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to democratize the political structure by transferring control of the federal and state governments and the
courts from the plutocracy to the people. The two broad-based major political parties offer alternatives to
voters and help connect citizens to their government. Both major parties are at risk of losing voters if third
party campaigns gain traction, so they have both tended to act in ways that promote the two party system. It
was the split camps of Federalists, given rise with Hamilton as a leader, and Democratic-Republicans, with
Madison and Thomas Jefferson at the helm of this political faction, that created the environment in which
partisanship, once distasteful, came to being. Splits within the Republican and Democratic parties Third
parties often represent factions that break away from the major parties over policy issues. At bottom these
movements had a utopian character and a retrogressive outlook. It has largely shrivelled into a set of formulas
and pious wishes which give no substantial results, even in the way of reforms. Third parties have sometimes
launched large campaigns and have won public offices, but have not obtained significant or consistent
representation in the federal government.


