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Still, not all feminist philosophers accept Gilligan's view. that it draws on philosophical concepts and theories to articulate
different feminist claims and Feminists distinguish between a person's sex, gender, and sexuality, and they argue ..
Probably the single most important text for feminist ethics is Carol Gilligan's In a.

Some philosophers and writers in almost every century, however, constitute forerunners to feminist ethics.
Some feminist ethicists have argued that the ethic of care valorizes the burdened history of femininity
associated with caring Card  Other feminist ethicists offer radically different views. Attitudes about the
reasons for the moral goodness of such achievements differed. Such priorities tend not to result in relativism,
though they certainly depart from rigid forms of absolutism. While building on existing frameworks of
liberalism, rights theory, and deontology, feminist ethicists have argued for granting rights where they have
been previously neglected Brennan  She built on the idea of logocentrism, the privileging of the written word
over the spoken word in Western culture, to develop the idea of phallogocentrism, where, to simplify, the
binary tendency in Western language is used to define women not by what they are or have but by what they
are not or do not have. Some care ethicists, most notably Nel Noddings , argue that virtue ethics can be overly
self-regarding rather than attentive to the point of view of another, and that it locates moral motivation in
rational, abstract, and idealized conceptions of the good life rather than in the natural well-spring of moral
motivation that is generated by encounters with particular persons. If that burdened feminine history includes
attention to particular relationships at the expense of attention to wider social institutions and systematic
political injustice, then the ethic of care runs the risk of lacking a feminist vision for changing systematic and
institutional forms of oppression Hoagland ; Bell  The predominant association of feminist ethics with an ethic
of care, which is dichotomous with traditional ethical theories on many levels, together with decades of
feminist critiques of the work of canonical absolutist theorists, might lead to a perception that feminist ethics
is fundamentally opposed to universalism and absolutism in ethics. Further worries about the ethic of care
include whether unidirectional caring enables the exploitation of caregivers Houston ; Card ; Davion , and
whether such caring excludes moral responsibilities to strangers and individuals we may affect without
meeting interpersonally Card , thereby risking an insular ethic that ignores political and material realities
Hoagland  Hers is a normative argument for appreciating the contributions that both traditionally feminine and
masculine values could offer to a well-balanced ethics. Martha Nussbaum argues in her book Sex and Social
Justice denies that sex or sexuality are morally relevant distinctions in making social decisions about rights
and freedoms. Mill and Taylor tend to overemphasize the roles of women who are wives. The masculine voice
is "logical and individualistic", [9] meaning that the emphasis in moral decisions is protecting the rights of
people and making sure justice is upheld. Women also tend to see moral issues as a problem of conflicting
responsibilities rather than competing rights. This voice focuses on the "care perspective," [10] which means
focusing on the needs of the individual in order to make an ethical decision. The feminine voice places more
emphasis on protecting interpersonal relationships and taking care of other people. Beauvoir first
self-identified as a feminist in Schwarzer , 32 , and consistently refused the label of a philosopher despite
having taught courses in philosophy Card , 9. She lost her position over her belief that, because women have
so often been silenced in groups that included men, her classes would include only women and men could be
taught by her privately. Not all philosophers who embrace appreciation of the insights of intersectionality
agree on whether it yields a distinct methodology, or a starting point for better inquiry, or a better conception
of experiences of oppression Khader ; Garry  She pointed out that Kohlberg only studied boys, and that when
girls are studied, relationships and care are of more importance to them than principles. Some of these
philosophers suggest that the distinctive moral and valuing experiences of women and individuals of all
genders may be unjustly ignored or denied by a conception of women or femininity that turns out to be white,
ableist, and cisgender Crenshaw ; Collins ; Wendell ; hooks ; Tremain ; Serano ; McKinnon  However, it is
evident that the preponderance of scholarship in feminist ethics tends to prioritize all of the following: the
moral contexts in which differently situated and differently gendered agents operate, the testimony and
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perspectives of the situated agent, the power relationships and political relationships manifest in moral
encounters, the vulnerabilities of embodied actors that yield a plurality of approaches to ethical situations, and
the degrees of agency or capacity that are shaped by experiences with oppression and misogyny. Gilligan
received her B. Despite being Kohlberg's research assistant, Gilligan argued that Lawrence Kohlberg's stages
of moral development were male-oriented, which limited their ability to be generalized to females. One main
area of inquiry addresses whether and why there may be meaningful differences in feminine and masculine
priorities of care and justice in normative theory. In contrast to Kohlberg, who claimed that girls, and therefore
also women, did not in general develop their moral abilities to the highest levels, Gilligan argued that women
approached ethical problems differently from men. Since we expect women and men to think differently about
ethics women and men as a result do present differences. These debates can be found in the scholarship of
intersectionality, Black feminist thought and women of color feminism, transnational feminism, queer theory,
disability studies, and twenty-first century criticisms of feminist ethics.


