
CONTEXTUALIZED WRITING ASSESSMENT TEST

Writing assessment can be used for a variety of appropriate purposes, both A. Best assessment practice engages
students in contextualized, meaningful writing . What is easiest to measureâ€”often by means of a multiple choice
testâ€”may.

As a resultâ€¦ A. For example, direct modeling strategies are acquired before counting strategies; similarly,
counting on from the first addend e. The theory and practice of writing assessment is continually informed by
significant publications in professional journals and by presentations at regional and national conferences.
Intelligent Tutors As described in previous chapters, intelligent tutoring systems are powerful examples of the
use of cognitively based classroom assessment tools blended with instruction. The higher the stakes, the more
important it is that assessment be direct rather than indirect, based on actual writing rather than on answers on
multiple-choice tests, and evaluated by people involved in the instruction of the student rather than via
machine scoring. In spite of the diverse uses to which writing assessment is put, the general principles
undergirding it are similar: Assessments of written literacy should be designed and evaluated by
well-informed current or future teachers of the students being assessed, for purposes clearly understood by all
the participants; should elicit from student writers a variety of pieces, preferably over a substantial period of
time; should encourage and reinforce good teaching practices; and should be solidly grounded in the latest
research on language learning as well as accepted best assessment practices. Best assessment practice is
continually under review and subject to change by well-informed faculty, administrators, and legislators.
Reflection by the writer on her or his own writing processes and performances holds particular promise as a
way of generating knowledge about writing and increasing the ability to write successfully. The present state
of the learner is derived from assessment, so that the gap between it and the learning goals can be appraised.
This can be done through techniques such as the development of scoring rubrics or criteria for evaluating
student work. Using methods that are employed uniformly, teachers of record should verify that students are
appropriately placed. For example, highly atomized drill-and-practice software can provide frequent feedback,
but in so doing can foster rote learning and context dependency in students. Black and Wiliam sum up the
evidence on feedback as follows: â€¦the way in which formative information is conveyed to a student, and the
context of classroom culture and beliefs about ability and effort within which feedback is interpreted by the
individual recipient, can affect these personal features for good or ill. Used with permission of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science. The learning goals are derived from the curriculum. Assessment
of Proficiency Proficiency or exit assessment involves high stakes for students. Many studies that have
examined gains between pre- and post-tests, comparing programs in which formative assessment was the
focus of the innovation and matched control groups were used, have shown effect sizes in the range of 0. This
conclusion is supported by several reviews of the research literature, including those by Natriello , Crooks ,
Fuchs and Fuchs , Hattie , , and Black and Wiliam  Simply giving students frequent feedback in the classroom
may or may not be helpful. Finally, students come together to compare their findings and to try to reach
consensus about the physical laws and causal models that best account for their results. It is important to bear
in mind that random sampling of students can often provide large-scale information and that regular
assessment should affect practice. One of the outcome measures was a written inquiry assessment that was
given both before and after the ThinkerTools Inquiry Curriculum was administered.


