
AN ANALYSIS OF A FAMOUS POEM THE ROAD NOT TAKEN BY ROBERT

FROST

"The Road Not Taken" is an ambiguous poem that allows the reader to Robert Frost wrote this poem to highlight a trait
of, and poke fun at, his.

These metaphors used in this poem emphasize the importance of different decisions we make in different
situations and their impacts on our lives. As this person stands looking at the two options, he is weighing the
pros and cons in a quiet, studied manner. This poem is not about taking the road less travelled, about
individuality or uniqueness. But to contemplate this hypothetical deeply is folly, for it is impossible to say
whether taking the other road would have been better or worse: all one can say is that it would have been
different. Frost realizes that the chosen road can make a difference in who you are and the way you live.
Robert Frost wrote this poem to highlight a trait of, and poke fun at, his friend Edward Thomas, an
English-Welsh poet, who, when out walking with Frost in England would often regret not having taken a
different path. The repetition of Iâ€”as well as heightening the rhetorical dramaâ€”mirrors this idea of
division. All of Robert Frost's poems can be found in this exceptional book, The Collected Poems , which I
use for all my analyses. Though there is some regret over his choice, yet he realizes that the things he has
encountered and the places he has visited, because of this path, have made all the difference in his life.
Describe the literal scene and situation. You take the high road, I'll take the low road. It is because life is full
of choices, and the choices we make, define the whole course of our lives. It contains all of his classics and
more. Several generations of careless readers have turned it into a piece of Hallmark happy-graduation-son,
seize-the-future puffery. Clearly, this is to emphasize that both roads appeared untouched, not having been
tarnished by the foot of a previous traveler. The use of literary devices is intended to bring richness and clarity
to the text with different meanings. Yet he knows it is unlikely that he will have the opportunity to do so.
Thomas and Frost became close friends and took many walks together. He's encountered a turning point. He
was hard on himself that way. This is a metaphor to our inability to predict the future, and the fact that
regardless what road is chosen it will not be free of obstacles. Two roads diverged in a yellow wood And sorry
I could not travel both And be one traveler, long I stood And looked down one as far as I could To where it
bent in the undergrowth; 5 Then took the other, as just as fair And having perhaps the better claim, Because it
was grassy and wanted wear; Though as for that, the passing there Had worn them really about the same, 10
And both that morning equally lay In leaves no step had trodden black. Our route is, thus, determined by an
accretion of choice and chance, and it is impossible to separate the two. Thomas took the poem seriously and
personally, and it may have been significant in Thomas' decision to enlist in World War I. Which is best? He
creates a sense of nostalgia in line 17 when he says that he will be telling the story for years to come. The
situation demands a serious approach, for who knows what the outcome will be? The speaker is in two minds.
When making a choice, one is required to make a decision. All the speaker knows is that he prefers the road
less travelled, perhaps because he enjoys solitude and believes that to be important. The situation is clear
enough - take one path or the other, black or white - go ahead, do it. The road in the poem is the metaphor of
life, while the fork on the road metaphorically represents the choices we make to determine the course of our
lives. Robert Frost wrote this poem for his friend Edward Thomas, as a joke. Frost also mentions the color
black in the lines: And both the morning equally lay In leaves no step had trodden black. Later he imagines
roads when people are absent: They are lonely For lack of the traveller Who is now a dream only. The point to
remember is that the road has been emphasized in that it is the choice that makes the road important for us.
The image of the road helps readers to visualize the road providing a navigation route to the traveler.


