
PREPARING FOR ESSAY STYLE EXAMS

Exam preparation. Learn the material with the exam format in mind. Find out as much information as possible about the
exam â€“ e.g., whether.

If it is easier, leave a space for the introduction and write the body first. Start by answering the easiest
question, progressing to the most difficult at the end. The focus of your writing depends on the TASK stated in
the question. Boston: Pearson,  Focus your studying by finding and anticipating questions Find sample
questions in the textbook or on previous exams, study guides, or online sources. Read the questions and
instructions carefully. Make sure you identify and understand thoroughly everything that your professor
particularly emphasized in class; learn the remainder as well as you can. For longer answers, you will need to
develop a much more definite strategy of organization. Some research suggests that people attach ideas to their
surroundings, so it might jog your memory to see the same things you were looking at while you studied.
Think about how different categories relate to each other. In the interest of making maximum use of your time,
keep your sentences short, use adjectives and adverbs sparingly, and avoid parenthetical remarks. Look at the
active verbs in the assignmentâ€”they tell you what you should be doing. You never know what will earn you
partial credit. The St. This will help you avoid spending all your time on only one section. For answers that
require a paragraph or two, jot down several important ideas or specific examples that help to focus your
thoughts. In fact, it is a big part of the learning process. In stating your point and developing your answers,
you may want to use important course vocabulary words from the question. Follow some sort of sequence --
logical, chronological, procedural, etc. To clearly signal your answer, use the language of the question. As you
move ahead with the writing, you may think of new subpoints or ideas to include in the essay. As you read,
make tentative choices of the questions you will answer if you have a choice. How much planning time you
should take depends on how much time you have for each question and how many points each question is
worth. Hint: if you finish a half-hour essay in 10 minutes, you may need to develop some of your ideas more
fully. Memorize your outlines or key points. Sometimes it's difficult to know, at first, exactly what the focus of
the piece of writing should be. Will your entire future be destroyed?


