
PHILOSOPHY DISCUSSION ESSAY

An ideal philosophical argument should lead the reader in undeniable logical to it, evaluate the arguments for and
against it, discuss what consequences it.

A good conclusion to a philosophy essay, then, will usually combine a realistic assessment of the ambit and
cogency of its claims with a plausible proposal that those claims have some philosophical substance. Of
course much philosophy tries to be strictly consequential, like a mathematical proof, so that in theory one
ought to be able to take it in step by step until one reaches the conclusion, without knowing in advance what
the conclusion is going to be until one actually gets there. Philosophical works need to be read slowly and with
focused attention. This is a question asked by many great minds. You may already have an idea how you want
to begin, but you will find as you work on the skeletal plan that you modify your conception of the best way to
proceed. How to Write a Philosophy Paper Professor Amy Kind Students often find philosophy papers
difficult to write since the expectations are very different from those in other disciplines, even from those of
other disciplines in the humanities. There is no excuse for "existance" appearing in any philosophy essay. The
point is that you will be better able to evaluate what is truly important if you have included everything on your
first draft. As you write, you will be considering carefully your choice of words to express your thoughts. The
Reference section on the ground floor also has some relevant works. The amount of reading you do should be
that which maximises the quality of your thinking - that is, you should not swamp yourself with vast slabs of
text that you can't digest, but nor should you starve your mind of ideas to chew over. Don't try to cram in too
much: often one has to make the painful but necessary decision to omit something that one very much wanted
to include, simply because it is when one is honest with oneself of secondary importance and there just isn't
room. Your instructor knows that. Still, often for your own sake, try to state to yourself what it is your essay
has achieved and see if it would be appropriate to say so explicitly. Philosophical writings Most philosophical
writings come in either of two forms: books or articles. On the other hand, beware of always trying to focus
very narrowly on what's 'relevant': often one doesn't know when one starts a topic what exactly is relevant, and
it is often very rewarding to read material which at first sight seems to be tangential to one's concerns as one
reads the apparently tangential material, one finds that it is not so tangential after all, or that one's interests
change to take in the new material. Critically Evaluate a Philosophical Theory When studying a philosophical
theory, you will need to think about both its strengths and weaknesses. Most of you will have written essays in
school for English, History, etc. Do it. This involves not blank incomprehension, but the comprehension of
difficulties.


