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A summary of Themes in Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale. all of Gilead's pro-women rhetoric, such subjugation
creates a society in which women are.

In totalitarian societies, the individual has no importance. She is a lesbian, which means that she rejects
male-female sexual interactions, the only kind that Gilead values. One day during her education at the Red
Center, Offred sees a video of her mother as a young woman, yelling and carrying a banner in an anti-rape
march called Take Back the Night. As Offred tells the story of her daily life, she frequently slips into
flashbacks, from which the reader can reconstruct the events leading up to the beginning of the novel. Women
cannot vote, hold property or jobs, read, or do anything else that might allow them to become subversive or
independent and thereby undermine their husbands or the state. She remembers being a child and going to a
park with her mother, where they saw a group of women and a few men burning pornographic magazines. To
assure consistency in the populace, the hierarchy either annihilates or exiles those who fall outside Gilead's
limited needs. Stripping them of permanent individual names strips them of their individuality, or tries to.
Both groups dealt harshly with religious, sexual, or political deviation. For example, many conservatives, both
then and now, wish to re-criminalize abortion. She is a rebel and not a victim. Offred is not a hero. Offred will
find indirect ways of denouncing the system put in place in Gilead. Having made it illegal for women to hold
jobs, Gilead creates a system of titles. Later, Offred encounters Moira working as a prostitute in a club for the
Commanders. In other words, anyone can seem human, and even likable, given the right set of circumstances.
Offred has forgotten a large chunk of time, which she thinks might be the fault of an injection or pill the
authorities gave her. Sexuality The focus of the Gileadean regime is on the control of sex and sexuality. Both
their name and their insignia, a winged eye, symbolize the eternal watchfulness of God and the totalitarian
state. In Gilead the tiny rebellions of resistances do not necessarily matter. Offred has no mementos of her
daughter. Women are not even allowed to read store signs.


