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Epilogue: Legalism in Chinese History; Bibliography In an essay on the â€œ essence of the six schools of thought,â€•
Sima Tan notices that fa jia.

For Han Fei, though, this solution is unacceptable. Han Fei remains doubtful about these: after all, why should
valiant soldiers who gained ranks of merit become good officials? When the merit is in accordance with the
task, and the task is in accordance with the statement, then [the minister] is awarded; when the merit is not in
accordance with the task, and the task is not in accordance with the statement, then he is punished. Proud of
his success, the First Emperor emp. For intellectuals eager to tackle a variety of new questionsâ€”and
particularly for the Legalistsâ€”this was a golden age. Shang, Yang d. However, our subjective judging of the
validity of the Legalists thoughts that are built upon the three premises is an even harder task to complete.
With it, studies of Legalist thought receded as well, especially in the West and in Japan, but to a certain extent
also in China. Huainanzi 6: ; ;  Confucians had to confront their responsibilities and duties they had depending
on their position in life. It should be noted, that legalism signified a new era of social and economic
development in China. Princeton Library of Asian Translations. Those that argued that laws and procedures
were important to keep power for a leader were known as legalist. Peasants began to believe in the philosophy
because it dealt with nature and its natural forces. Graham, A. When it comes from a thinker who is often
described as singularly authoritarian-minded, it deserves utmost attention. Overall, I think all three of these
philosophies are well developed and each has their good and bad. If the minister does not murder his ruler, it is
because the cliques and cabals are not formed. Sources of Chinese Tradition. Princeton: Princeton University
Press. Confucianism and Daoism simply filled in what the other lacked in certain areas. Legalism, on the
contrary, positioned people as inherently evil, and only the rule of written law could limit the scope of evil in
society and to promote obedience. The two major belief systems of China consist of Legalism and
Confucianism, the major problem both were to set out and fix was disorder. The reason why the Legalists
would rather prefer weaker people is that they believe the sophistry of philosophers would bring confusion,
idleness to the people. Although the Emperor himself adopted assertive domestic and foreign policies largely
patterned after the Qin dynasty, he considered it prudent to distance himself from the Qin and Legalism, and to
endorseâ€”however superficiallyâ€”Confucianism. Under these new circumstances, moral norms are no
longer relevant; contention is the rule, and it can be quelled only through coercion. But one who murders the
ruler and takes his state does not necessarily climb over difficult walls and batter in barred doors and gates.
Being a political institution and a critical part of the regime, the Legalists have concerns for themselves and
may therefore seek personal and power advancement as well in their assisting the state. The intrinsic
contradiction between an institutionally infallible and humanly erring sovereign is the major source of tension
in the Han Feizi Pines b.


