
THE EXISTENCE OF MORAL EVIL

In this blast from the past, J. Warner Wallace examines.

As an all-around response to the problem of evil, the Free Will Defense does not offer us much in the way of
explanation. Nietzsche believes that the concept of evil is dangerous because it has a negative effect on human
potential and vitality by promoting the weak in spirit and suppressing the strong. This principle is very
plausible if one accepts the idea of infinitesimals. Most philosophical debate has focused on the propositions
stating that God cannot exist with, or would want to prevent, all evils premises 4 and 6 , with defenders of
theism for example, Leibniz arguing that God could very well exist with and allow evil in order to achieve a
greater good. In order for humans to be successful in reproduction, they must maintain a constant body
temperature. If we came across a child drowning in a shallow pond, the need to rescue the child would be so
morally important that it would metaphysically silence the desire to keep our clothes clean as a reason for
acting or not acting. Instead, she performs morally right actions partly because these actions are morally right
and partly because of some other incentive, e. The alternative to an axiological formulation is a deontological
formulation. In the remainder of this essay, we will examine some theistic responses to the logical problem of
evil that do not require the abandonment of any central tenet of theism. Hick argues that if God were to
remove all evil, He would be creating a hedonistic paradise, and soul-making would be impossible in such a
world. The second argument for the claim that we should not hold people morally responsible for crimes that
result from bad upbringings begins with the supposition that we are morally responsible for our crimes only if
we are appropriate objects of reactive attitudes, such as resentment Strawson  Finally, there is the possibility
that the action has no unknown morally significant properties. However, the deist position states that
intervention by God to prevent such actions or any intervention is not an attribute of God. If evils are the worst
sorts of moral wrongs, we should prioritize the reduction of evil over the reduction of other wrongs such as
unjust inequalities. Nonetheless, even before the beginning of the Industrial Revolution which many believe
was the beginning point of global warming , natural disasters e. Thus, her actions conform to the moral law
only if they are in her self-interest. Plantinga suggests that morally significant freedom is necessary in order
for one's actions to be assessed as being morally good or bad. In the Atrocity Paradigm, Claudia Card makes a
point of defining evil without reference to perpetrator motives. These statements are logically inconsistent or
contradictory. On Being a Christian, trans. Similarly, a cowardly or incompetent sadist who strongly desires to
cause others suffering but who is not disposed to perform evil actions, is still an evil person Calder , 23;
Haybron b,  From 9 through 11 we can infer: 12 If evil and suffering exist, then God is either not omnipotent,
not omniscient, or not perfectly good. It is important to notice, however, that in formulating an indirect
inductive argument from evil, one need not proceed along the route that Draper chooses. The happiness which
God designs for His higher creatures is the happiness of being freely, voluntarily united to Him and to each
other Now it seems quite evident that "no greater good. The idea here is that we are an integral part of God's
creation. A world of automataâ€”of creatures that worked like machinesâ€”would hardly be worth creating.
Thus, God declares that there are no rules and no organized classes at his school, and each student will be
responsible for his own education. In other words, for Card, evildoers are motivated by a desire for some
object or state of affairs which does not justify the harm they foreseeably inflict.


