
HOW DOES SOCIOLOGICAL THINKING DIFFER FROM COMMON SENSE

It is commonsense that we choose the clothes that fit us whether the everyday life, sociological thinking differs as it
encourages thoughts and.

Sung Ho. Common sense is often wrong but that does not prove that all common sense wrong. The example
outlined by Mills, is that of a worker who has been laid off from his job, only to realize his entire department
has been let go. Social Research Methods: A Reader. Many people argue that sociology merely state the
obvious by reporting what common sense already tells us. Some postmodernists would claim that sociological
knowledge is not superior to common sense knowledge. Yet human behavior is something with which we all
have experience and about which we have at least a bit of knowledge. This means that sociologists use
scientific methods and facts to distinguish what is true or false â€” in a clear fashion which is visible and
understandable to anybody. Common sense views tend to be historically and culturally specific and are often
based on stereotypical images. First, the difference of the two is that commonsense is a collective body of
observed knowledge based on personal experiences, but sociological thinking is not. Billig, M. People
associate it with analysing the obvious and providing circular reasoning that never seem to have an empirical
way of validation. Sometimes sociological findings confirm the common sense view; sometimes they do not.
This assignment will summarise the articles I have chosen to read, which will provide me with a wider
understanding of education in a sociological sense as opposed to my original common sense. This Unit,
therefore, is mainly concerned with what are usually called questions of methodology. Middlesex University:
London. Sociological views based on quantitative data are high in reliability and those based on qualitative
data are high in validity. However, this knowledge while sometimes accurate is not always reliable because it
rests on commonly held beliefs rather than systematic analysis of facts. It can only be fully understood with
sociological theories , p. Faris, W. Differences between sociology and common sense: 1. Common sense
views tend to reflect social traditions and conventions and therefore tend to reinforce the status quo and resist
social change. Posted by. He realizes that all these jobs have been transferred over seas. New York:
Doubleday. These are the questions sociological thought would implicate that commonsense would not able
to. These random people were to take part in one of the most influential social experiment in history It is only
because the dance exists that we can modify it. Some people possess more valid and empirical knowledge than
others and this knowledge is indispensable for social life. Common sense â€” knowledge and understanding of
social life â€” must be correct some of the time otherwise people who are not sociologists could not survive.
Commonsense has already labeled meanings and responses to most of the social facts that are collectively
known by the members of society. Common sense reflects the generally accepted notions of a phenomenon
and reinforces the status quo; whereas sociology, especially conflict theorists, challenge the status quo and
argues for a change in the system. Turner, Ed.


