
HOW LONG SHOULD COLLEGE ESSAYS BE ON COMMON APP

Learn about the proper length for your college essays, including why you should never go over the word limit in the
Common Application.

Make a list of themes and broad topics that matter to you. One important thing to note: the topic of identity
can easily lack originality if you cover a common experience such as feeling divided between cultures, or
coming out. Read the prompt carefully and pay particular attention to two part questions. Does what happened
that day influence you today? It is almost always better to think small first. Note: all of the following essay
excerpts have been shortened and edited for this post. And these 9 style tips can help you tighten up your
language. More and more customers came each successive day. All those essays, all those forms, all those
questions? Tell the story of a time when you think you did a great job of helping another person. How has the
setback changed the way you view arguments and fights now? While few applicants are genuinely altruistic,
most colleges are turned off by students who appear more focused on what the school can do for them, rather
than how they can benefit from the education and at the same time be a contributing member of the campus
community. Skip the Volunteer Trip. If you come across as a spoiled child, a stuck-up rich kid, lazy, sarcastic
or a cynic, the admissions team might decide that you are not the right fit for their school. Think of a specific
time they helped you with something. One of our consultants detailed how growing up as an American in
Germany led to feelings of displacement. To make a good impression, be sure to check out these five tips for a
winning essay , and if you're writing a Common Application essay, take a look at the tips and sample essays
for each of the seven options. Ask others to review your drafts and offer comments and suggestions.
Alternatively, a more relaxed way to address this prompt is using an informal event or realization, which
would allow you to show more personality and creativity. Admission officers do notice, however, the clarity
of your thought and the effectiveness with which you convey your ideas. Does their home impact your
day-to-day life? In between games and snacks, Laya would ask me questions about American life, touching on
everything from Halloween to President Obama. Many students have a tendency to skew generic in the telling
of their personal stories. Why does The Common App Essayâ€”and other college essaysâ€”matter? You might
be familiar with The Common Application , Common App for short, which serves as a single application that
over seven-hundred colleges, including every Ivy League school e. Be careful to frame your hypothetical
problem clearly, explain why it is a problem, outline the important points, and explain your steps to create a
solution. Prompt 4. In a similar way, if you led a fundraiser and recognized that advertising on social media
would be more effective than the traditional use of printed flyers, you could write about a topic along those
lines as well. Tell the story. Why does it captivate you? Sure, the admissions folks might be glad to get
through a short essay quickly, but a beautifully crafted word essay is going to make a more meaningful and
lasting impression than a good word essay.


