
A RESPONSE TO ILLUSTRATIONS IN THE ABSOLUTELY TRUE DIARY OF

A PART TIME INDIAN WRITTEN BY SHERMAN AL

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian is a first-person narrative novel by Sherman Alexie, from the It includes
both Junior's written record of his life and his cartoon drawings, some of them comically commenting on his situations, .
They wanted me to stay quiet when the non-Indian teacher asked for answers .

Reardan wins and Junior gets to block Rowdy. Many authors hum and ha when asked if their fiction is in any
way autobiographical. Not a good choice for elementary students, and may be questionable in many middle
schools as well. When Mr. He mentored Mary, Junior's older sister, and wants to help Junior leave the
reservation. His description is hyperbole, almost, meant to emphasize the difference between life on the
reservation that Arnold is used to and life in the very white, very non-Indian world of Reardan. Despite all
this, Arnold chooses to live a life of opportunity and possibility. In coming up with the list above, I realized
just what a heavy burden this book places upon its readers, especially those who have not had firsthand
experience of many of those realities. Identity Issues One of the aforementioned realities this book deals with
is that Arnold has to negotiate his way between two different cultures, a concept that many white readers
would be unfamiliar with and therefore may have problems understanding. King, Stephen. Share via Email
The title tells it like it is. Despite the comics that made me laugh, this is not a book that I would want my kids
to read until they are mature enough to handle it. Alexie also uses humor to explain the differences between
Indian culture and Anglo culture. Junior's first day of high school is pivotal to the plot of the novel. It began as
a work of non-fiction, but quickly shifted into a semi-autobiographical novel. So Junior makes the bold
decision to leave his home turf and go to Reardan. After his grandmother's funeral, a family friend, Eugene, is
shot in the face by his friend Bobby after fighting over alcohol. In addition to being teased, Alexie was often
physically beaten and bullied for his awkward appearance and precocious intellect. In both cases, but
especially with Rowdy, the relationships swing between vulnerability and meanness. On his first day of class
at Reardan, Arnold tells his would-be girlfriend Penelope that is name is Junior, and she and the rest of the
class burst into laughter. They seem to breathe, laugh, weep, joke, confront, meet you eye to eye. I hit the
ground. Even though he sometimes disappears, he tries to take care of his family and he often drives Junior to
Reardan. But Alexie has contended that the bans themselves have been thinly veiled racism and, against the
intention of the book-banners, have only made the novel a greater popular success.


