
JUVENILE OFFENDERS RACE AND ETHNICITY

Juveniles in Corrections: Here you can learn about the number and characteristics of juveniles in custody nationwide
and in each state. You can also learn.

Any program that attempts to reduce various forms of childhood abuse and neglect, and to generally reduce
the incidence of adverse childhood experiences is certainly a worthy endeavor. Descriptive data and
multivariate research studies are reviewed to identify future theoretical directions. This initiative was later
renamed Disproportionate Minority Contact research in to be more inclusive in scope. While other levers in
the juvenile justice system such as processing in juvenile courts are replete with disparate outcomes, most of
those points of contact are no more disparate than they were 10 years prior. Walker, Spohn, and DeLone
explain this change in pattern of disparity as an indication that judges are correcting biased decisions made by
decision makers at earlier stages of judicial processing by releasing a larger portion of African American cases
than cases involving other races. In nine other states â€” Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Michigan, Missouri, and West Virginia â€” Hispanic youth were less likely or equally likely to be
committed as were white youth. Under the federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act, since
states have been required to address disparities in confinement. For example, gang activities vary by
community Curry and Spergel, ; Horowitz,  These data reflect the status of children in and reveal very clearly
that black children are at substantially higher risk for factors associated with delinquency see Chapter 3 and
factors less likely to lead to healthy development. Roughly 56 percent of all American youth are white
non-Hispanic. Given that many minority children are poor, then the disparity would be expected because of
the poverty, not the minority status of the youth. We now consider possible bias in the juvenile justice system.
These juvenile transfer decisions are determined by statute in each state. Effects of deleterious neighborhoods
have been studied in relation to both immigrants and blacks e. The prevalence of adverse childhood
experiences ACE in the lives of juvenile offenders. Adverse childhood experiences and the risk of depressive
disorders in adulthood. References 1. Moreover, while there is considerable evidence that sexual abuse
victimization can be a distal predictor of subsequent sexual offending [ 17 , 18 , 19 , 20 , 21 ], much less is
known about how poverty, physical abuse, emotional abuse, and other deprivations are linked to other forms
of violence. Aggravated data are for 15 states; North Dakota and Tennessee did not report aggravated assault
data. Conclusions Adverse childhood experiences are variously associated with commitment offenses and
work in similar and dissimilar ways across racial and ethnic groups. It is important to note that an offender
profile from arrest statistics should be viewed with caution. National Disproportionate Minority Contact
Databook. Those similarities are not reflected in arrest rates; black teenagers are far more likely than their
white peers to be arrested across a range of offenses, a vital step toward creating the difference in
commitments. For example, it is possible that the risk factors may be more serious or severe for black boys
bad neighborhoods may be worse, physical punishment may be more severe, or poverty may be more
desperate compared with white boys. Another measurement of disproportionate minority confinement is to
compare the committed population to the population of American youth. This analysis is based on the middle
sample of boys, who were about age 10 when they were first assessed and screened for inclusion in the study.
The most current data on juveniles in residential placement are compiled by the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention Hockenberry,  Differences also exist in the proportion of families with at least one
parent employed on a full-time basis; 78 percent of white children live in such households, as do 62 percent of
Hispanic children and 51 percent of black children. They have been found across the nation in studies of
victimization as well Sampson,  Youth Violence Juv. Figure 7. Psychiatry Clin. Between and , the percentage
of Hispanic children living below the poverty level has ranged from 33 percent in to 41 percent in  The
prevalence of psychopathic personality disturbances among incarcerated youth: Comparing serious, chronic,
violent and sex offenders. In addition, the coding of adverse childhood experiences might obscure variation.


