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This is also a very common type of writing assignment in graduate school. John Wood claims in his ironic
story "Cats Don't Dance" that A good summary will consist of the following elements. Your choice of author
tag verbs and adverbs can contribute to the way you analyze the article. List of Author Tags. If you are writing
a literature paper, for example, your teacher probably does not want you to simply write a plot summary. If
you are discussing the ideas of the author, you always need to make it clear that you are reciting their ideas,
not your own. Write that sentence in your own words on the side of the page or on another piece of paper.
How to Write a Summary A "stand-alone" summary is a summary produced to show a teacher that you have
read and understood something. You may need to either summarise these if there are a lot of them or decide
which are the most important or relevant. In short, you want to boil the article down to its main, supporting
arguments. Example: In the feature article "Four Kinds of Reading," the author, Donald Hall, explains his
opinion about different types of reading. Condense sentences and leave out unimportant details and examples.
Tina Brown. You also need to continue to make it clear to the reader when you are talking about the author's
ideas. Check your English grammar, spelling and punctuation mistakes. Don't simply quote the author; instead
use your own words to express your understanding of what you have read. However, you should not assume
that this will always be the case. Use complete sentences with good transition words. How to Identify
Important Arguments in an Article Read on a paper copy or use a computer program that lets you make
annotations. There are a few instances when you might want to summarize an article. Break it down into its
major sectionsâ€”groups of paragraphs focused on a common topicâ€”and list the main supporting points for
each section. Formulate a single sentence that summarizes the whole text. Applying these methods of
identification, let's take a look at the article "Bypass Cure" by James Johnson. Use APA format. Write a
complete bibliographic citation at the beginning of your summary. According to Mary Johnson in her essay,
"Cats Make Good Pets," the feline domestic companion is far superior to the canine one. Also, try to make use
of different verbs and adverbs. Summarizing Longer Texts more than ten pages Outline the text. Example: In
spite of having lost most of the season due to an injury, Jim Johnson beat his own record and won the meet,
qualifying him for the state finals. The features of a summary: 1. To do this, you must be willing to read the
article several times. By following these steps, you should have a thorough, clear, and concise summary in no
time. The following examples show how to use the author's name in an article summary after you have already
introduced them. To summarize is to condense a text to its main points and to do so in your own words.
Combine the thesis of the article with the title and author into your first sentence of the summary. Write a
paragraph or more : begin with the overall summary sentence and follow it with the section summary
sentences. When you refer to the author after that, you always use their last name. We can assume the subject
of the article from the title. This means you have to be very careful of your word choice. Be sure you don't use
the same words, phrases, or sentence structure as the original.


