
GLOBAL STATISTICS CHICKEN POX

It is caused by primary infection with the varicella-zoster virus (VZV). Varicella occurs worldwide and in the absence of a
vaccination.

In the case of chickenpox, varicella vaccine has been identified as the vaccine most common vaccine waived
among children with non-medical exemptions. This is because the baby is exposed to a bigger amount of the
virus if it is their mother who passes the infection to them across the placenta. Acetaminophen may be used to
reduce fever. How is it passed on? Infected individuals were at risk for developing severe complications , such
as infections of the blisters, pneumonia, and encephalitis. Stress can bring on shingles as well, although
scientists are still researching the connection. Chickenpox results in a skin rash that forms small, itchy blisters,
which scabs over. Each year, more than 3. The number of people in this high-risk group has increased, due to
the HIV epidemic and the increased use of immunosuppressive therapies. Kundratitz, MD. It is important to
contact a doctor immediately if anyone with chickenpox develops pain in the chest or has difficulty breathing.
The baby may also be exposed to the virus via infectious siblings or other contacts, but this is of less concern
if the mother is immune. It typically starts on the chest, back, and face then spreads. In , the state of Minne
sota reported cases of chickenpoxâ€”the highest number of cases since â€”most of which occurred in private
or charter schools with lower vaccination rates. North Carolina is not alone. Some people have just a few
spots, but in others they can cover the whole body. Blood tests are used to identify a response to acute
infection IgM , previous infection, and subsequent immunity IgG. The disease is spread through contact with
the fluid inside the blisters as well as through coughing and sneezing. Outbreaks also decreased in size as
measured by number of varicella cases per outbreak , and duration. The first shows the number of varicella
chickenpox cases in the United States, adults and children, from to  The risk of chickenpox infection leading
to serious complications is highest in the following groups: Pregnant women who are not immune to
chickenpox are at risk from a type of life-threatening pneumonia if they catch chickenpox, especially in the
later stages of pregnancy. Although uncommon in children, the rate of herpes zoster in United States children
has been declining since the routine varicella vaccination program began. More information about the disease
Nearly all children in the UK catch chickenpox by the age of  After primary infection, VZV is hypothesized to
spread from mucosal and epidermal lesions to local sensory nerves. And the third graph shows the varicella
vaccination rates among children aged 19 to 36 months in the United States since Varivax was licensed for
use. What protection is available? You are here:. Its highest prevalence is in the 4 to year-old age group.
Chickenpox tends to be more severe in adults than in children. Contagion is by exposure to respiratory
droplets, or direct contact with lesions, within a period lasting from three days before the onset of the rash, to
four days after the onset of the rash.


