
GREAT PACIFIC GARBAGE PATCH

The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is the largest accumulation of ocean plastic in the world and is located between Hawaii
and California. Scientists of The Ocean .

Read more A ship towed the U-shaped barrier from San Francisco to the patch in September to trap the plastic.
Every little bit of plastic that gets tossed into the ocean or swept downstream out to sea either sinks or is
picked up by currents. Near the coast of Japan, the bottle may travel north on the powerful Kuroshiro Current.
This convergence zone is where warm water from the South Pacific meets up with cooler water from the
Arctic. The 67ft support vessel has an electronic engine that is charged by solar and wind generators. Plastic
pollution costs 13B dollars per year. Researchers were also looking at the impact of plastic on mesopelagic
fish , such as lanternfish. Marine debris is litter that ends up in ocean s, sea s, and other large bodies of water.
In reality, these patches are almost entirely made up of tiny bits of plastic, called microplastic s. The area in
the center of a gyre tends to be very calm and stable. In addition, not all trash floats on the surface. Science vs.
The survey found that, although the patch contains large pieces, it is on the whole made up of smaller items
that increase in concentration toward the gyre's centre, and these ' confetti -like' pieces that are visible just
beneath the surface suggests the affected area may be much smaller. Microplastics have been discovered
floating within the water surface layers, but also in the water column or as far down as the ocean floor. This is
not the case. More unusual items, such as computer monitors and LEGOs, come from dropped shipping
containers. The zone acts like a highway that moves debris from one patch to another. But before we discuss
those, it's important to look at the role of plastic. The plastic barrier with a tapered three metre deep 10ft deep
screen is intended to act like a coastline, trapping some of the 1. There are many conflicting estimates for the
size or mass of these garbage patches. The majority of this debrisâ€”about 79, tonsâ€”is fishing nets. They
estimate an 80, metric tons in the patch, with 1. The rest floats; much of it ends up in gyres and the massive
garbage patches that form there, with some plastic eventually washing up on a distant shore. It's estimated that
between 1. This method showed a bias towards smaller objects and did not provide much insight into the
larger pieces, and, thus, the entire scope of the GPGP. The multi-level-trawl allowed the team to study further
down into the water and understand to which depths buoyant plastic may be distributed. The wet suit Lecomte
will wear, incorporating an array of data collection sensors. More than half of this plastic is less dense than the
water, meaning that it will not sink once it encounters the sea. The Great Pacific Garbage Patch is a soupy
collection of marine debrisâ€”mostly plastics. Finally, the bottle travels westward on the North Pacific
Current. Albatrosses mistake plastic resin pellet s for fish eggs and feed them to chicks, which die of
starvation or rupture d organ s. Affects the Human Foodchain Through a process called bioaccumulation,
chemicals in plastics will enter the body of the animal feeding on the plastic, and as the feeder becomes prey,
the chemicals will pass to the predator â€” making their way up the food web that includes humans.


