
WILDRED OWEN

Wilfred Edward Salter Owen, MC (18 March â€“ 4 November ) was an English poet and soldier. He was one of the
leading poets of the First World War.

Poems by Wilfred Owen. He also explains, what was undoubtedly true, that Owen expressed himself
impulsively and emotionally, that he was naive, and that he was given to hero worship of other men. By
autumn he was not only articulate with his new friends and lecturing in the community but was able to use his
terrifying experiences in France, and his conflicts about returning, as the subject of poems expressing his own
deepest feelings. Wilfred Owen. For the next several days he hid in a hole too small for his body, with the
body of a friend, now dead, huddled in a similar hole opposite him, and less than six feet away. In the last days
of he was posted to France. His great friend, the poet Siegfried Sassoon, later had a profound effect on his
poetic voice, and Owen's most famous poems "Dulce et Decorum est" and "Anthem for Doomed Youth" show
direct results of Sassoon's influence. In spite of their strong desire to remain in England to protest the
continuation of the war, both finally returned to their comrades in the trenches. Owen's last two years of
formal education saw him as a pupil-teacher at the Wyle Cop school in Shrewsbury. After eight months of
convalescence at home, Owen taught for one year in Bordeaux at the Berlitz School of Languages, and he
spent a second year in France with a Catholic family, tutoring their two boys. Sassoon wrote that he took "an
instinctive liking to him", [25] and recalled their time together "with affection". His work will remain central
in any discussion of war poetry. I was content to follow him with the utmost confidence. Modern scholarship
regards Owen's work as the most significant poetry to come out of the war years, and his influence on later
generations of poets and readers is widely acknowledged. The abrupt halt drives home the point that killing a
poet cuts off the promise of the one more line of poetry he might have written. His eyes grew old with
wincing, and his hand Reckless with ague. Yet they were vile. Shortly after his death, seven more of his
poems appeared in the volume of Edith Sitwell 's annual anthology, Wheels: a volume dedicated to his
memory, and in and seven other poems appeared in periodicals. At Dunsden he achieved a fuller
understanding of social and economic issues and developed his humanitarian propensities, but as a
consequence of this heightened sensitivity, he became disillusioned with the inadequate response of the
Church of England to the sufferings of the underprivileged and the dispossessed. He was raised as an Anglican
of the evangelical type, and in his youth was a devout believer, in part due to his strong relationship with his
mother, which lasted throughout his life. Poems , edited by Sassoon, established Owen as a war poet before
public interest in the war had diminished in the s. As they wrote their historically oriented laments or elegies
for those fallen in wars, they sought to comfort and inspire readers by placing the deaths and war itself in the
context of sacrifice for a significant cause. He experienced an astonishing period of creative energy that lasted
through several months, until he returned to France and the heavy fighting in the fall of  In October Owen
wrote of his satisfaction at being nominated for the Military Cross because receiving the award would give
him more credibility at home, especially in his efforts to bring the war to an end. He was, however, one of the
first to experiment with it extensively. His bleak realism, his energy and indignation, his compassion and his
great technical skill are evident in many well-known poems, and phrases or lines from his work "Each slow
dusk a drawing-down of blinds" â€¦ "The Old Lie: Dulce et decorum est â€¦" are frequently quoted. Even in
some of the works that Owen wrote before he left Craiglockhart in the fall of , he revealed a technical
versatility and a mastery of sound through complex patterns of assonance, alliteration, dissonance,
consonance, and various other kinds of slant rhymeâ€”an experimental method of composition which went
beyond any innovative versification that Sassoon achieved during his long career. As a part of his therapy at
Craiglockhart, Owen's doctor, Arthur Brock, encouraged Owen to translate his experiences, specifically the
experiences he relived in his dreams, into poetry. Even the officer with whom he led the remnant of the
company to safety on a night in October and with whom he won the Military Cross for his action later wrote to
Blunden that neither he nor the rest of the men ever dreamed that Owen wrote poems. He fell into a shell hole
and suffered concussion; he was blown up by a trench mortar and spent several days unconscious on an
embankment lying amongst the remains of one of his fellow officers. He was stationed on home-duty in
Scarborough for several months, during which time he associated with members of the artistic circle into
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which Sassoon had introduced him, which included Robbie Ross and Robert Graves. A blue tourist plaque on
the hotel marks its association with Owen. Shop Biography Wilfred Owen - who was born in Oswestry on the
Welsh borders, and brought up in Birkenhead and Shrewsbury - is widely recognised as one of the greatest
voices of the First World War. Wilfrid of Hexham.


