
RIGHT TO INFORMATION AND GOOD GOVERNANCE

Hence, there is a direct and undeniable link between the right to information, transparency and good governance. A
transparent public system of governance.

It is directly linked to the practice of socially responsible authorship and journalism, the work of editors, the
publishing and the distribution of information through all media. As a personal interest, based on my
communications background, I would like to talk about the access to information. Librarians should strive to
improve professional status of all information professionals and promote better pay for professionals to reduce
their susceptibility to corruption. And, moreover, the state must be proactive and focus on the information
most demanded by society, especially by the most vulnerable groups. Librarians should counter corruption
directly affecting librarianship, as in the sourcing and supply of library materials, appointments to library posts
and administration of library contracts and finances. Exemplary punishment of the perpetrators would send a
strong message around. Even if the number of such reported cases is small, this shows the vulnerability of
information seekers. In addition, experience from the pilot phase proved that knowledge and experience
sharing at regional level consolidate effort at national and subnational levels. While a total of 7. The Central
and the State Information Commissions therefore have an important role to play in the effective
implementation of the Right to Information Act,  Concerns have been expressed in some quarters that the
disclosure of information inhibits free and open expression of opinion by government officials during the
decision-making process. Section 4 of the Act provides for an elaborate manual for mandatory disclosure on
various aspects of structure and functioning of Public Authorities and requires that they make suo-motu
disclosure in public interest. It was a legacy of the British colonial rule, encouraged secrecy and opaqueness in
administration and was designed to deny information about government activities to the people. Without
accountability, respect for human rights, rule of law and democracy, the quality of governance would decline.
Many honest officers also feel strengthened as decisions are now open to civil society and media scrutiny
which acts as a deterrent to any extraneous pressures. The data available in the Annual Report for the period ,
released by the Central Information Commission is revealing. I understand that on average about new appeals
and complaints are filed before the U. The benefits of disclosure of information far outweigh the
inconveniences experienced by the decision-makers in the government. Based on this evidence, the IAIP
asked the former head of state to hand over the document within 20 days. Issues like public distribution
system, privatization initiatives, pensions, road repairs, electricity connections, telecom complaints have been
dealt by people through the RTI. On the demand side, building the capacity of public servants with training,
coaching and mentorship on ATI and whistleblowing with the collaboration of national anti-corruption
mechanisms will increase their responsiveness towards information and accountability. In this sense, the
Internet has been a perfect response to secure the possibility of being part of public discourse. Radio and
physical meeting remain the major sources of information of the biggest part of the population. Basically they
refer to participation, accountability, transparency, rule of law, separation of powers, equality and freedom to
access information according to the UNDP. IFLA therefore calls on all library and information professionals,
and all those responsible for the governance of library and information services at national and local level to
support the following programme. There is little disagreement that the basic tenets of the Act have been
implemented, the institutional mechanisms are in place, and are being used by citizens as a tool to bring in
transparency and accountability at all levels of Governance. Libraries should create or cooperate in the
creation of anti-corruption portals which link content from official sources, anti-corruption NGOs and other
relevant sources. Where a country has information access or freedom of information laws, librarians should
seek to make the library a centre where citizens can be assisted in drawing up and submitting information
requests. Assuring Good Governance through information An entire book could be written when trying to
explain the factors to consider in order to secure the principles of good governance and the effects of the active
participation of citizenship. Of these, only  These provide for better governance, and impact on the very nature
of governance itself. While the Civil Society Organizations and Media can act as pressure points, most of the
correctives need to be carried out by the Government and Information Commissions. It is essential, therefore,
to raise the awareness of citizens so that they appreciate the usefulness of access to public information as a
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guarantee of democracy. RTI is a powerful tool. Information Commission every month.


