
THE GENERAL WILL

General will, in political theory, a collectively held will that aims at the common good or common interest. The general
will is central to the political thought of the Swiss-born French political philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau and an
important concept in modern republican.

The more talented, able, and intelligent people brought about advances in science, technology, commerce, and
so on. If humans are naturally good at this stage of human evolution, their goodness is merely a negative and
amounts to the absence of evil. This may partly concern issues of compliance, since selfish citizens who can
will the general will might still not be moved to obey it. The legislator is over and above this bureaucracy.
Man's will must be subordinated and he must abide by the general will even though he thinks he disagrees
with it. All citizens, being equal in its eyes, are equally admissible to all public dignities, positions, and
employments, according to their capacities, and without any other distinction than that of their virtues and
their talents. Rousseau permits no disobedience of the general will once its decisions have been made. In
Emile, Rousseau portrays the ideal education in the story of a child, who, free from the restrictions of an
adult's will, is able to study nature and thus learn what he needs to know. The general will is the overriding
good to which each person is willing to sacrifice all other goods, including all particular private wills. It is
independent, totally sovereign, infallible, and inviolable. The general will, Diderot believes, is necessarily
directed at the good since its object is the betterment of all. Genuine morality, on the other hand, consists in
the application of reason to human affairs and conduct. Rather, such rights as individuals have over
themselves, land, and external objects, are a matter of sovereign competence and decision. The Discourse was
published in and is mainly important because Rousseau used it to introduce themes that he then developed
further in his later work, especially the natural virtue of the ordinary person and the moral corruption fostered
by the urge to distinction and excellence. However, Rousseau maintained that the surrender of individual
rights must take place in such a way that all individuals were united in a desire to do what would most benefit
the whole. From the age of about twelve or so, the program moves on to the acquisition of abstract skills and
concepts. His defenders also argued Rousseau is one of the great prose stylists and because of his penchant for
the paradoxical effect obtained by stating something strongly and then going on to qualify or negate it, it is
easy to misrepresent his ideas by taking them out of context. It is for this reason that loyalty to the good of all
alike must be a supreme although not exclusive commitment by everyone, not only if a truly general will is to
be heeded but also if it is to be formulated successfully in the first place". Second, it amounts to his acceptance
of the inevitability of pluralism in matters of religion, and thus of religious toleration; this is in some tension
with his encouragement elsewhere of cultural homogeneity as a propitious environment for the emergence of a
general will. Such a view holds that it is be possible, in principle, for a state to exercise legitimate authority
over its citizens, but all actual statesâ€”and indeed all states that we are likely to see in the modern eraâ€”will
fail to meet the conditions for legitimacy. It follows that it was civilization that enslaved and corrupted man
and made him unnatural. Roosevelt, G. Hocking, William Ernest Man and the State. Amour de soi directs us
first to attend to our most basic biological needs for things like food, shelter and warmth. Her ideas have found
effective application in ad ministration and urban planning [see Follett ]. Fralin, R. Oxford Univ. Conceiving
of freedom as an absolute, independent of any natural limitations, Rousseau disavows the world of nature and
its inherent laws, constraints, and regulations. However, in promoting the interests of the whole, the general
will might easily conflict with the interests of particular individuals. Rulers are in some way attuned to the
dictates of the general will and able to incorporate these dictates into specific laws.


