
THE IMMENSE CHANGE IN THE WORLD OF ARCHITECTURE DURING THE

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTIO

The eighteenth century was a period of change as much for the architectural world as for the world of the architect. The
Glorious Revolution marked the.

England may have had many features in common with her European neighbours but there was no European
standard. None of them would have gone as far as Jonathan Clark in describing England as ancien regime
society but they would have agreed that traditional institutions and patterns of thought maintained their grip on
eighteenth century England. Clark's revisionism, therefore, allows us to present the long eighteenth century in
its own terms, not as a preparation for what was to come in the nineteenth century. It was the willingness of
the middling orders both to finance and to staff the new state bureaucracy and armed services which explains
the steadily rising power of the Hanoverian state not the pillars of the ancien regime. Although Jonathan Clark
finds 'no room for bourgeois modernity' 13 in Hanoverian England the revenues of the state depended upon
the taxes of the middling orders, the customs dues of commerce and the rapidly expanding trade of the empire
and the wealth of the City of London. What makes you cringe? It may be the case that 'An examination of its
self-image, its rationales and its links with religion will allow us to see something also of the establishment's
strength' 16 but it does not follow that such dynastic and religious justifications were widely shared. This may
represent a narrowing of the scope of political history but it certainly does not represent a total neglect of
social issues. In so doing, he has apparently succeeded in providing an overview of England in the long
eighteenth century which has not only dislodged the old Whig interpretation but has gone far beyond the Tory
constitutionalism of Sir Lewis Namier. English Society p. Important though these are, we should not forget
that the regime derived great strength from its commerce and from the rapid growth of consumer goods, from
the growth of the new bureaucratic structures of the fiscal-military state and, not least, from the incorporation
of the middling orders. British Politics and Society from Walpole to Pitt , pp. Others would not have done. It
might be added that while England derived enormous strength from her monarchy and church she derived no
little strength, too, from the rising importance of Parliament during the long eighteenth century. It is, in my
view, essentially a work of polemical and historiographical innovation. Kibin does not guarantee the accuracy,
timeliness, or completeness of the essays in the library; essay content should not be construed as advice.
Perhaps inevitably, Clark's hypotheses have attracted their share of unfair criticism. Two such criticisms stand
out: the tendency to dismiss Clark's interesting theses as driven by an extravagant right-wing political stance;
and the charge that Clark ignores social change. Indeed, the regime was particularly successful in devising the
means of its own perpetuation, especially through the harnessing of social and economic change. Clark's
revisionism offered a yet further, important advantage - it allowed the historian to emphasise the common
features which England shared with her European neighbours and to avoid the mythology of England's
'exceptionalism', the idea that she pursued a unique and independent path to constitutional government,
economic revolution and imperial greatness. The massive variations in the powers enjoyed by monarchs and
the number of large, important countries in which the monarch was self evidently not absolutist - Britain,
Sweden, Poland and Holland - all weaken the force of the ancien regime argument. Clark's argument proceeds
from the initial assumption that the history of England in the long eighteenth century was a series of sustained
and glorious achievement. Clark has no time for the traditional explanations of England's rise to greatness.


