
MIAMI SCHOOL DISTRICTS RE DRAWING SCHOOL BOUNDARIES DUE TO

AN INCREASE IN ENROLLMENT

Charter schools have increasingly drawn students away from district-run schools. Exhibit 1 | Large Urban School
Districts Are Experiencing Enrollment . ing budget.7 However, it is true that enrollment declines do not automatically
ment declined by 18 percent and charter school enrollment increased by 12 per-.

For example, unionization makes teachers' salaries rise less if the school district is in a metropolitan area with
more choice among public school--whether or not student achievement is held constant--than if it is not.
Metropolitan areas have private school attendance rates that vary from, a low of 3 percent to a high of 33
percent of students. In Eden Prairie, Minnesota , for example, the decision to redraw elementary school
boundaries in order to create more racially and socioeconomically integrated schools in led to community
backlash that culminated with the ousting of the superintendent who had led those efforts. See R. Creating
racially diverse, economically mixed schools in these districts typically requires using interdistrict enrollment
strategies or focusing integration efforts on particular neighborhoods or schools with the greatest potential for
reaching diversity goals. I attempt to answer this question in part in a study of teacher unionization. Also, most
American colleges including public colleges are highly financially independent, so they must attract students
in order to remain solvent. In particular, low quality public schools raise the demand for private schools. Like
the effects of choice among public school districts, the effects of private school competition on segregation of
students are small and statistically insignificant. In practice, the most reliable measure of the ease of choice is
a Herfindahl index based on districts' enrollment shares. The majority of the integration strategies observed
fall into five main categories: attendance zone boundaries, district-wide choice policies, magnet school
admissions, charter school admissions, and transfer policies. Still, colleges are not only successful with
students from elite backgrounds: Breneman demonstrates that some colleges, especially community colleges,
are inexpensive and successful providers of remedial schooling for students who need basic secondary school
skills, such as writing, reading, and algebra. A large body of research going back five decades underscores the
improved experiences that integrated schools provide. Hoxby Journal of Economic Perspectives, see n.
Politically, efforts to integrate schoolsâ€”and thus maximize fairnessâ€”have triumphed over massive
resistance, anti-busing protests, and school board battles. We chose to include any districts that account for
socioeconomic status in at least a portion of the school assignment and admissions procedures. The first two
categoriesâ€”altering attendance zone boundaries or implementing district-wide choice policiesâ€”have the
greatest potential to create integration in all or most schools across a district. In total, 4,, students currently
attend school districts or charter schools that use socioeconomic status as an assignment factorâ€”representing
roughly 8 percent of total public school enrollment. We then offer an overall portrait of the number, size,
location, and demographics of the different districts and charters on the list. Furthermore, some district and
charter leaders may believe it is in the best interest of their integration strategies to operate under the radar
rather than attract attention that may subject them to renewed scrutiny. Empirical Evidence on Choice between
Public and Private Schools I have also studied the effects of the second way in which parents traditionally
exercise choice: enrolling their children in private schools. In simple comparisons among metropolitan areas,
this introduces a bias against finding that greater choice among districts has positive effects. I have also found
it revealing to compare the structure of U. In the fifty years since the Coleman Report, the economic
achievement gap has grown, even as racial achievement gaps have narrowed. Kahlenberg and Halley Potter
argue that the charter sector as a whole has had a segregating effect on public schools, but also highlight
specific examples of charter schools that have successfully created integrated enrollment through clear
diversity goals, recruitment strategies, and admissions processes. A Herfindahl index based on enrollment
shares is computed as follows. Department of Education in response to the ruling, school districts may
voluntarily adopt race-based integration strategies, using either generalized or individual student data, under
certain circumstances. It is worth noting thatâ€”again, as with magnet schoolsâ€”some charter schools were
left off the list because they do not directly consider diversity in admissions. All but 17 of the districts and
charters have rates of free or reduced price lunch eligibility that are less than 70 percent.


