
WRITING EFFECTIVE RESEARCH PAPERS IN THE HUMANITIES

A good research paper must be well organized in a logical and systematic way. Many guides have been published
regarding how to write a.

You are writing to someone who knows the work at least as well as you do, so do not fill up your paper with
plot summary. Do they reveal a trend in the field? Thus, overall if as a scholar you also hope to have a public
presence, you will realize that your body of work itself becomes a reference for you to argue your point to
varied and diverse reading or listening audiences. In this sense, it can be effective to end your paper with some
insightful questions. The students, in turn, worry only about the discipline and what is current and in vogue in
it and then produce professional scholarship that displays their knowledge of the field. This introduction
moves from the general to the specific. Bourdieu To unpack this, a habitus both produces the system of
judgements [of taste and art etc. However, it takes a very high skill level to break the rules on commas so that
it enhances your paper. ALL information that you derive from a secondary source must be noted. Use quotes
sparingly Falk and Mills do not use any direct quotes. For professionals, they are useful reports that keep them
up to date with what is current in the field. The likely time required for review. However, if you are writing a
review in the humanities, history, or social sciences, a survey of the history of the literature may be what is
needed, because what is important is how perspectives have changed through the years or within a certain time
period. Or it might trace the intellectual progression of the field, including major debates. I had not reached a
point at which writing becomes an end in itself, a means of discovering meaning. Fixing commas and spelling
will not hide unfocused ideas or poorly structured writing. Upper Saddle River, N. The writing so guided,
tends to rely on an Arnoldian model of research and encourages a sort of scholarship of detachment. A
literature review in this sense is just like any other academic research paper. This became clear to me after a
conversation with a sociologist friend recently. Grammar is like the rules of a game. Consider whether your
sources are current Some disciplines require that you use information that is as current as possible. In this
example, the essay writer includes a quotation that contains a quotation, and indicates this with double and
single quotation marks. Martin C. You can refer to events and ideas without describing them as though they
were completely new to your reader. The following are errors that inexperienced writers make when writing
introductory paragraphs. Conclusions: How are your findings significant? Where necessary, explain either
within the text of your essay or in a footnote that you are aware of an alternative way of looking at the same
problem and that you are rather choosing to go in a different direction. Nor had I developed an appreciation
for the mystery of life. Good Starts. Works consulted We consulted these works while writing this handout.
Some people have the impression that academic prose is supposed to be difficult and convoluted - not true!
Also, as a student, you are responsible for maintaining the high ethical standards of academic research. In the
sciences, for instance, treatments for medical problems are constantly changing according to the latest studies.
Arlington Heights: Harlan Davidson, Inc. Which are essential parts of my plan or road map to include?
Summarize the main idea of each paragraph. For scholars, the depth and breadth of the literature review
emphasizes the credibility of the writer in his or her field. Wildlife management would reduce the number of
lion attacks on humans and in the long run would also protect the lions.


