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Until the end of the Seven Years' War in , few colonists in British North America objected to their place in the British
Empire. Colonists in British America .

The defeat only inflamed the level of defiance and ultimately led to the Fourth Amendment in the U. Pursuing
their southern strategy the British won major victories at Charleston and Camden during the spring and
summer of  The engraving was quickly circulated and reprinted throughout the colonies, generating sympathy
for Boston and anger with Britain. This led, in part, to broader, more popular resistance. Two factors
contributed to these failures. Listen to a recorded reading of this page: Your browser does not support the
audio element. Hard money, such as gold and silver coins, was scarce in the colonies. And yet, in a little over
a decade, those same colonists would declare their independence and break away from the British Empire.
However, it was one thing to declare independence; it was quite another to win it on the battlefield.
Committees of Correspondence agreed to send delegates to a Continental Congress to coordinate an
intercolonial response. Approximately twenty thousand colonial militiamen laid siege to Boston, effectively
trapping the British. The Americans Undertake a Revolution British Military Advantages The American
colonies had both strengths and weaknesses in terms of undertaking a revolution. This worked and the tea did
not reach the shore, but by December 16, the ships were still there. The British decided that the Americans
should share the costs of the military buildup in the colonies. The Sugar Act increased already considerable
taxes on molasses and restricted certain export goods to Britain alone. The Revolution was not only fought on
distant battlefields. To the extent the Revolutionary War had been undertaken by the Americans to avoid the
costs of continued membership in the British Empire, the goal had been achieved. The Events Leading to
Independence Although King George III was later burned in effigy in the streets of the colonies, his relaxed
ruling style inspired little ire among the colonists in the s. Rather it seemed the incentive for independence
might have been the avoidance of the British regulation of colonial trade. It all started when Parliament for the
first time granted an exemption from the Navigation Acts. In , the British believed that the mere threat of war
and a few minor incursions to seize supplies would be enough to cow the colonial rebellion. What were the
consequences of achieving independence? First, the Boston Port Act shut down the harbor and cut off all trade
to and from the city. The Congress approved the document on July 4,  The Criminal Justice System Trade and
commerce were overly controlled, the British army made its presence known, and the local colonial
government was limited by a power far across the Atlantic Ocean. In March , Parliament repealed all of the
new duties except the one on tea, which, like the Declaratory Act, was left, in part, to save face and assert that
Parliament still retained the right to tax the colonies. Not only did these issues lead to war , but they also
shaped the foundation of the United States of America. While the Stamp Act Congress deliberated, merchants
in major port cities were preparing nonimportation agreements, hoping that their refusal to import British
goods would lead British merchants to lobby for the repeal of the Stamp Act. Revenues from customs seizures
would be used to pay customs officers and other royal officials, including the governors, thereby incentivizing
them to convict offenders. In both Britain and the colonies, land was the key to political participation, but
because land was more easily obtained in the colonies, a higher proportion of male colonists participated in
politics. Essentially, it began as a disagreement over the way Great Britain governed the colonies and the way
the colonies thought they should be treated. Yet the hurdles confronting the Americans in achieving
independence were indeed formidable. They never got a response. British officials and soldiers were given
more control over the colonists and this led to widespread corruption. From then on, officers accused of any
offense in the colonies would be sent to England for trial. The widespread support for resisting the Tea Act
had more to do with principles. During one protest in Boston, a fight broke out and several colonists were shot
and killed. The British military establishment increased relentlessly in size during this period as it engaged in
the Nine Years War , the War of Spanish Succession , the War of Austrian Succession , and the Seven Years
War  It sought to unite and direct twelve revolutionary governments, establish economic and moral policies,
and empower common colonists by giving them an important and unprecedented degree of on-the-ground
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political power. Upon further consideration economic historians realized that perhaps more important to the
colonists were not the past and present burdens but rather the expected future burdens of continued
membership in the British Empire. The town militia met them at the Lexington Green. The period was also
known as the Age of Reason, and many colonists followed this new way of thinking.


